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In consideration of  
HB 501 

RELATING TO FIREWORKS.  
 

Chairs McKelvey and Takayama, Vice Chairs Kitagawa and Gates, and members of 
the Committee.   

 
The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) 

supports HB 501 which authorizes the use of fireworks for film and theatrical productions 
and for testing, disposal, and destruction of illegal or unwanted fireworks by law 
enforcement.   

 
This bill would allow film productions to use consumer fireworks, aerial devices, 

display fireworks or articles pyrotechnics during a special effects scene in a safe and 
monitored environment by allowing film productions an exemption to the General 
Prohibitions in §132D-5. 

 
The film industry often utilizes pyrotechnics as part of special effects and stunts.  

When Legendary Entertainment filmed Godzilla vs. Kong and Universal Pictures produced 
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom in Hawaii - pyrotechnics was an essential part of the 
making of both films.  The ongoing TV Series Hawaii 5-0 and Magnum P.I. often use 
pyrotechnics – creating an exciting array of action packed story telling.  These and other 
productions do these operations precisely and carefully to ensure the safety of the public, 
crew and cast. 

 
We respectfully ask for a change on p. 2, line 9: 

“film movie, television or theatrical production for which for which a valid permit…” 
“Movie” and “television production” are already defined in §132D-2 and this change would 
keep the language consistent.   
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.   
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February11, 2019

TheHonorableAngusL. K. Mckelvey, Chair
CommitteeonEconomicDevelopment

andBusiness
HouseofRepresentatives
StateCapitol, Room309
Honolulu, Hawai‘i96813

DearChairMcKelvey:  

Subject:  H.B. 501RELATINGTOFIREWORKS
HearingDate: Wednesday, February13, 2019
Time/PlaceofHearing: 09:30a.m., ConferenceRoom309

IamDarrenJ. Rosario, MemberoftheHawai‘iStateFireCouncil (SFC) andFireChiefof
theHawai‘iFireDepartmentoftheCountyofHawai‘i (HCFD).  TheSFCandtheHCFD
supportsHB501, whichproposestoaddtwoexceptionstothecurrentstatutethatwould
allowalawenforcementagencytosafelydestroyordisposeofconfiscatedfireworks,  
providedthelawenforcementagencyretainasampleofeachtypeofconfiscatedfireworks
forevidentiarypurposes.  

Allowingourpartneringpublicsafetyagenciestheabilitytoassistfiredepartmentswith
theeliminationofhazardousfireworksinstoragefurtherincreasesthesafetyofour
community.  TheHCFDhasanestablishedprogramoffireworksdisposalandstandsready
toassistlawenforcementagencieswithproperdisposal.    

TheSFCandtheHCFDfurthersupportsthebill’sproposaltoallowthecourtstoincrease
penaltiesbasedonfireworksquantitiesseizedandassessfinesfordisposalcosts.    

Pleasedonothesitatetocallmeat932-2901ordarren.rosario@hawaiicounty.govshouldyou
haveanyquestions.  ThankyoufortheopportunitytoprovidetestimonyinsupportofHB501.  

Respectfully,  

DARRENJ. ROSARIO
FireChief

Hawai’iCountyisanEqualOpportunityProviderandEmployer.  
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

De MONT R. D. 
CONNER 

Ho'omanapono Political 
Action Committee 

(HPAC) 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

WE STRONGLY SUPPORT THIS BILL, BUT SEEK TO STRIKE THE LANGUAGE IN 
SECTIONS 2 & 3 ON PAGE 2. THE TIME HAS COME TO END THE BAN ON THE 
SALE OF FIREWORKS. IF WE WERE SERIOUS ABOUT THE BAN, WE WOULD 
BAN THE IMPORTATION OF FIREWORKS. IT IS BECAUSE WE HAVE NO BAN ON 
THE IMPORTATION OF FIREWORKS, THAT WE CONTINUE TO FEED THE 
ILLEGAL SALES OF BLACK MARKET FIREWORKS! 

EITHER HAVE A COMPLETE IMPORTATION BAN ON FIREWORKS OR REMOVE 
THE BAN ALTOGETHER, TAX FIREWORKS LIKE WE DO ALCOHOL, CIGARETTES 
& MARIJUANA, SO & CONTROL IT THROUGH STRICT PERMITTING PROCESS. 
MAHALO. 

 

kitagawa2
Late
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